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Conversations.

Just as there are no two truths, there couldn’t be two goals; only one is great and sacred: the quest for truth, 
continuous improvement, and the search through struggles and hardships for unfailing certainties. By 
illuminating our thoughts, by developing all our faculties, we come near the pre-eternal light.
Humanity travels on this path, guided to omniscience by the sages and the priests of knowledge. Each piece 
of information acquired, every discovery in this light, every problem solved on this road marks one step and 
develops one of the faculties of our soul.

Regarding women, we must note that generally, or at least for the most part, women have been denied the right 
to education, with only a small fraction of the information offered to them. Such behavior and belief seem to 
prove the undetermined opinion, ought a woman study? Those who deny her this right, as a reason point out the 
lack of physical strength, the lack of creativity in the field of science.

Undoubtedly, a woman’s destiny marks her steps with quiet, though arduous work. Is the delegated responsibility 
proving her weakness? This can be doubted, indeed. From the earliest centuries, weakness has been attributed to 
woman; therefore, among primitive peoples she was denied the leading role by putting her in the background, 
nevertheless, she was still entrusted with the heaviest, most difficult tasks. Woman was man’s servant; the master 
refused her humanity, and he didn’t respect her. With the progress of civilization, man was no longer in the role 
of the master, but in the role of the protector. The custom of morality has come; a man respected a woman, he 
was attached to her as to his property, which he needed in life, which made his life more pleasant. He protected 
her from evil. Christianity changed and further sanctified this protection. The man became attached to the 
woman, no longer as just his property, but as a personage. Jealousy awakens, a man is in love with a woman; 
her insult becomes his honor. In those Middle Ages of chivalry, the woman becomes a revered idol, hence 
degenerates politeness, which is necessary in social intercourse, but when politeness is abused, it sometimes 
turns into flattery.

It is the behavior of a man, this attitude towards a woman, that diminishes her strength, encourages her weakness 
and infirmity. More than once a woman has conquered a man, but only to weaken him, just as another Delilah 
to chop Samson’s hair. The man stood next to the woman as a guardian, giving her support, but not allowing her 
to develop the independent strength. No one brought a woman out of this state of infirmity. Without desiring 
any change, she did not resist her humiliation. Involuntarily, this characteristic detail suggests that in China, for 
example, a woman, as a woman, does not even hope for happiness, she only believes that if she deserves it with 
her submissive life, she will transform into a man.

But have women always and everywhere been looked after? How many widows, orphans, without any support, 
without help, do we see in the world? How often does a woman, left to herself, need to struggle with countless 
difficulties! How hard it is sometimes to fight for the right to gain an independent existence! The lack of funds 
compels to work for a living.

Undoubtedly, a woman’s destiny is to mark her steps by silent but arduous work. Nevertheless, this seemingly 
limited range of activity doesn’t prove either her weakness or being handicap. On the contrary, this peculiarity 
of her nature is the most admired, easily winning over the need of leadership as the educator of the young 
generation, based on the importance of her work and merit, without hesitance leading within the family and 
being the foundation of the house. Solving the echoing question: How should women learn? We will provide a 
simple answer: as women, namely, to satisfy needs, to develop abilities, to win over hearts, to influence the moral 
happiness of a man.



As maidens, women are generally trained to please others, as wives not to bore their husbands, as mothers to 
bring up their children well, as citizens not to harm their social influence. A woman’s education will bring with 
itself a new element over time. There is no worry that she would infiltrate a man’s position, that she would seize 
her rights. Certainly, she won’t become a lawmaker, a philosopher, a ruler; those roles already belong to men. The 
improved woman will bring new elements into the predicament with the privilege of education presented to her; 
but she will always remain a woman. Her work will give rise to new laws.

The ancients placed the following inscription on the grave of a woman: “She led a virtuous life, she spun wool, 
she sat at home.”


